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material and social environment. However great the errors and
misconceptions may be which are included in the efforts, the pur-
pose always is advantage and expediency. The efforts fall into
parallel lines, because the conditions and the interests are the
same. It is now the accepted opinion, and it may be correct, that
men inherited from their beast ancestors psychophysical traits,
instincts, and dexterities, or at least predispositions, which give
them aid in solving the problems of food supply, sex commerce,
and vanity. The result is mass phenomena ; currents of similarity,
concurrence, and mutual contribution; and these produce folk-
ways. The folkways are unconscious, spontaneous, uncoordinated.
It is never known who led in devising them, although we must
believe that talent exerted its leadership at all times. Folkways
come into existence now all the time. There were folkways in
stage coach times, which were fitted to that mode of travel. Street
cars have produced ways which are suited to that mode of trans-
portation in cities. The telephone has produced ways which have
not been invented and imposed by anybody, but which are devised
to satisfy conveniently the interests which are at stake in the use
of that instrument.

23. Process of making folkways. Although we may see the
process of making folkways going on all the time, the analysis of
the process is very difficult. It appears as if there was a "mind "
in the crowd which was different from the minds of the individ-
uals which compose it. Indeed some have adopted such a doc-
trine. By autosuggestion the stronger minds produce ideas which
when set afloat pass by suggestion from mind to mind. Acts
which are consonant with the ideas are imitated. There is a give
and take between man and man. This process is one of develop-
ment. New suggestions come in at point after point. They are
carried out. They combine with what existed already. Every
new step increases the number of points upon which other minds
may seize. It seems to be by this process that great inventions
are produced. Knowledge has been won and extended by it. It
seems as if the crowd had a mystic power in it greater than the
sum of the powers of its members. It is sufficient, however, to
explain this, to notice that there is a cooperation and constant